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PLEASE…RESPECT THE CHILD
MONSEF IBRAHIM KHARBOUSH

4TH YEAR RESIDENT

ALEXANDRIA MAIN UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL

• A 6 yo girl with no PMH presented to the clinic with vague history
of BOV in her eyes which started 3-4 months ago.

• Her Mother stated that they went to many ophthalmologists who
reassured her and told her that she is only “Faking” her symptoms
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O/E OD OS

UCVA HM?? CF CF 3m

Lids Free free

Conj Free free

Pupils Sluggish Sluggish

IOP TND TND

EOM FMAD FMAD

Anterior segment Clear clear

Fundus NDVs NDVs

OD OS
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Does she needs glasses ?! Is she amblyope ?!

But no Improvement on correction!

What to do NEXT??
The mother told me: “I told you she is faking it”

Cycloplegic refraction
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OCT OD

OCT OS
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CONFRONTATION VISUAL FIELD

✓

✓

✓
OD OS

TESTING FOR FUNCTIONAL VISUAL LOSS

• Menace reflex: absent OD – present OS

• Eye contact: absent

• Fogging the left eye with +10D on a trial frame,
asking the girl to reach her mother walking: She 
hit the wall, changed her direction following only 
her mother’s voice
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MRI BRAIN AND ORBIT WAS ORDERED

The girl is not FAKING

MRI
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HISTOPATHOLOGY

IMMUNOHISTOCHEMISTRY
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The girl was sent to the pediatric oncology 
for management

U/S ABDOMEN & PELVIS



16-May-19

9

CT CHEST AND ABDOMEN

PET SCAN
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Unfortunately, after one month of trials of  
chemotherapy and immunosuppression…

SHE passed away

BURKITT LYMPHOMA

• The most common childhood tumour in 
subSaharan Africa

• An aggressive form of Non-Hodgkin 
Lymphoma

• Typically affects the jaws and abdomen.

• Eye affection occurs in orbital or CNS 
disease
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TAKE HOME MESSAGE

• Respect, respect and respect the patient’s complain

• Don’t always blame it on amblyopia, search for a cause

• Don’t forget to examine the pupils

• If in doubt, don’t think economically and order the investigation

• Lastly, pray for the child :’( 
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